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Operations

The Australian Dance Council - Ausdance (ACT) Inc was formally incorporated in 1992. It has the key
overview of dance in the region, bringing industry resources from the national Ausdance network.

Ausdance ACT annual services include support, advocacy, and delivering major dance activities that
develop and promote dance and dance education as an art form. Many elements of the annual program
are of long-standing professional value and are self-funding from generated income.

Ausdance ACT provides strong opportunities for dance creativity, collaboration and co-operation with:
• Management services for professional dance artists
• Dance development projects for dancers and dance students
• Development and training for safe and ethical dance practices
• A professional source of advice and audience development for the general community



Staff and Board with a Youth Dance Festival teacher
James Batchelor’s Island

A 2014 Ausdance ACT auspice. 
Photo Lorna Sim

Our People
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Board of Management at 31 December 2014
President Lauren Honcope 
Vice President Laura Pearce
Treasurer Nicole Price 
Secretary Emma Dykes
Members Alison Plevey 
 Emily Appleton
 Kym Degenhart

Project Personnel
Volunteers Edna Dundas, Morgan Graham, Board Members
Teacher Summer School Phly Crew, Stephen Tannos, Susanne de Fraia,  
 Tanya Voges, Erin Driscoll. 
Youth Dance Festival Tanya Voges assisted by Jamie Winbank and
 Alison Plevey, Cameron Walter, Issie Olson, 
 Cerri McLean, Matt hew Gard, Art Atelier, 
 Fresh Funk, Anthony Bowler, and students of
  Canberra Insti tute of  Technology.
Work Experience (YDF) 14 work experience stage crew from    
 Dickson College, Erindale College,    
 Lake Tuggeranong College, St Francis Xavier College

Photographs in this report by Art Atelier Photography, Stephen Kaak, Lorna Sim, James Batchelor, Jamie Winbank, and 
Ausdance ACT staff ; 

Offi ce Staff
2014 Director Neil Roach

2014 Administrators Samantha Bertoz, Danielle White



Canberra Dance Development Centre at 
Belconnen Markets for Australian Dance 

Week 2014. Photo Art Atelier.

Members
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Members 
By the end of 2014 Ausdance ACT had 349 members. Ausdance ACT members include dance arti sts, 
dance studios, community groups, and dance students. A signifi cant proporti on of our members learn 
dance at studios, in high schools and colleges and perform in our Youth Dance Festi val. Many of the 
photographs of individuals in this report are of members and auspice acti viti es are by members. 
Ausdance ACT members are acti ve dance creators, dance teachers, dancers and dance audiences. Our 
membership has representati ves from all ages except the very young. It includes a number of Life 
Members, who are people who have performed pivotal roles in establishing the organisati on and who 
have made signifi cant, and in some cases ground-breaking, contributi ons to the development of dance 
in the ACT.  
By joining Ausdance ACT, members also join the nati onal Ausdance network and membership of 
Ausdance Nati onal and the World Dance Alliance. This gives them a nati onal voice and leadership for 
dance in Australia. 
As part of this nati onal network, Ausdance ACT Members have access to the programs, services and 
events of other member states at member prices; and Ausdance Nati onal initi ati ves and partnerships. 
Other benefi ts include:
• Assistance with grant writi ng and management.
• Assistance with audience building through social media and regular email calendar services. 
• Annual subscripti on to our monthly online journal, Dance Acti on, which is separate to the monthly 

calendar e-news and contains more industry-focused arti cles. 
• Connecti ng teachers and independent dancers to studios and other professional opportuniti es. 
• Discounts at selected retail outlets such as Electric Shadows Bookshop, Bloch for Dancers, and Taps 

Dancewear. 
• Contact point between public and dance performers for classes, acti viti es, and employment.
• Priority on adverti sement of new classes, performances and other member acti viti es within our 

monthly e-bulleti n. 
• Discounts on master classes and workshops with local, interstate and overseas arti sts. 
• Informati on via conferences, forums, consultati ons, referrals and databases. 
• Performance, professional development and networking opportuniti es. 
• Being a member of an Australia-wide organisati on that promotes professional standards of 

members, which increases community confi dence in the services being provided. 
• Access to the extensive resources of the Ausdance Nati onal Library. 
• Access to Ausdance Nati onal initi ati ves and partnerships. 



President

Hilal dance at Belconnen Art 
Centre. Photo uncredited

Ausdance ACT exists for you, the dance community. 
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My report  for 2014 starts with appreciati on  –  of  
our Board, staff , volunteers, teachers and students 
in schools and colleges, studios and arts centres,  
Ausdance ACT members and the large, diverse and vibrant dance community of Canberra. Thank you, 
each and every one of you, for delivering, parti cipati ng in and supporti ng the valuable programs and 
services described in this Annual Report.  
Ausdance ACT exists for you, the dance community.  We are here to provide opportuniti es for enriching, 
inspiring dance experiences through educati on, collaborati on, explorati on and performance. For more 
than 35 years, Ausdance has developed and provided essenti al dance infrastructure, locally, supported 
by and part of the nati onal Ausdance network.  
Thank you also to the ACT Government which, through artsACT, has provided the core funding to 
Ausdance ACT under the 2010-2014 Key Arts Organisati on (KAO) Deed of Grant, enabling us to provide 
our programs and services at fees and prices that support wide accessibility and parti cipati on. 
At the ti me of publishing this Annual Report for 2014, Ausdance ACT has embarked on a period of 
review in 2015.  We are re-imagining and restructuring, due to a decision made by artsACT in 2014 to 
provide only one more year of KAO funding (2015). This will signifi cantly reduce the regular core income 
on which we have relied. The funding decision is a result of priority setti  ng by artsACT in the context of 
reduced overall ACT government arts moneys. Without a doubt, this is more than a litt le challenging for 
Ausdance ACT and those who rely on us – but it is also very exciti ng and full of opportuniti es. 
The process of seeking, in 2014, KAO funding for Ausdance ACT’s programs in 2015-2019 and responding 
to the funding decision meant that 2014 was a very busy year for staff  and Board, as we conti nued to 
deliver our valued programs and services.  
Director Neil Roach has highlighted, in his report here, Ausdance ACT’s auspice and other advice and 
support services for professional independent dancers in the ACT. It is always exciti ng and humbling to 
be involved in dance creators’ development and producti on of new work.  
Following the Board decision in 2013 to re-focus our services on the learning needs of teachers of 
dance in the compulsory arts curriculum in schools and colleges, we delivered our Teachers Summer 
School in January 2014 and were pleased to receive an invitati on to work with the Educati on and 
Training Directorate (ETD) ACT to develop a proposal to support schools and teachers of dance in the 
new arts curriculum.  The result is MOVE UP! Professional Learning, funded by the ACT Government for 
3 years, starti ng in 2015 – for which Ausdance ACT will receive $15,000 each year from ETD. 
In 2014 we also provided the 30th Ausdance ACT Youth Dance Festi val - our iconic , inclusive schools 
and colleges dance program that starts in term 1 and results in a fantasti c three nights of student 
created works, at the Canberra Theatre, in term 3. 55 diff erent dance works were presented from 
across 37 schools, 1,345 students parti cipated supported by both their school communiti es and over 
55 teachers. 2,171 paid audience members clapped and cheered the beauti ful, dynamic performances.  
It is always a complete pleasure to watch Dance Fest – and to know that the experience is treasured 
by so many students, families and schools. Dance Fest is a fantasti c introducti on to the world of dance 
and the performing arts to many students and provides a wonderful platf orm for students to explore a 
future career in the arts.



The Ausdance ACT professional class at 
Belconnen Arts Centre was new for 2014. 

It was managed by 2014 Board Member Alison Plevey.
Photo  supplied by Jamie Winbank from a performance for 

Dance on the Edge at BAC for Australian Dance Week 2014.
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Ausdance ACT has delivered the programs and services for which it received grant moneys under the 
2010-2014 KAO Deed, to a high professional standard, and has complied with government policies and 
guidelines for governance, fi nancial management and art-form development. A lot of organisati on, hard 
work and effi  ciency is required to professionally manage a small arts organisati on with government 
funding - and to stay focused on the reason we exist, namely to deliver needed and relevant programs 
and services for dance. I am proud that Ausdance ACT staff  and Board have performed so well over the 
last 5 years.  
Ausdance ACT works to enable an exciti ng, dynamic, innovati ve, excellent and enduring ACT dance 
profession.  We know that, for dance to be valuable to all parti cipants, we need to be professional in 
everything we do and we need to help others in the dance community – teachers, students, creators, 
performers, producers – to also work at a professional level. 
I return to recording appreciati on. I thank the Board - each of whom serves without directors’ fees, 
without any fi nancial reward - for their ti me spent on Ausdance ACT throughout 2014, in the planning 
and then the re-planning for 2015 and onwards.  The intellectual, creati ve and emoti onal eff orts and 
commitment by Ausdance ACT’s Board have been magnifi cent! I single out Treasurer Nicole Price 
especially for her commitment and nous. The ground was laid in late 2014 for the work we are doing to 
deliver our programs in 2015 and for our planning for the years aft er.
Thank you to former part-ti me Administrator Sam Bertoz for her service over the years including 2014. 
I record here the deep appreciati on of Ausdance - ACT and Nati onal - for the high professionalism, 
dedicati on, consistent good humour and graciousness of Director Neil Roach.  Neil was Director of 
Ausdance ACT over many years. He multi -tasked, applying his numerous relevant skills, cheerfully and 
astutely, so that Ausdance ACT could deliver the programs and services we were funded to provide.  
His delivery for Ausdance of the 2013 Canberra Centenary Australian Dance Awards is a memorable 
highlight of his ti me as Director. We said farewell to him at an event in his honour on 31 March 2015. 
We wish him the very best in the next phase of an already long and fruitf ul career in arts.
If you are passionate about dance, join us, keep in touch and support us.  Visit our website, engage with 
our Facebook pages, subscribe to our Twitt er account – and, very importantly, be involved in dance.  
We are looking forward to a vibrant, energising and producti ve 2015 and beyond. 

Lauren Honcope, President 



Tammi Gissell with the Canberra 
Dance Theatre GOLD team. 
An Ausdance ACT auspice.
Photo supplied by Liz Lea

Treasurer

2014 successfully ended the fi ve-year 
re-investment of extra funds begun in 2010. 
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For Ausdance ACT, 2014 was a consolidati on year. We were 
in the fi ft h year of a 5-year grant from artsACT, and we took 
the opportunity to criti cally assess where our services were 
needed, where we provided greatest impact to the dance 
community, and made some important adjustments to our program.

 In 2014 we took the opportunity to review our impact on the dance community, to identi fy where 
needs were greatest.  We evolved the Master School program to successfully increase it’s appeal 
and att endance, built on the successful Youth Dance Festi val in it’s 30th year, and began building 
a link between dance educators in schools and meeti ng their needs, which also allows us to off er 
an employment stream to dancers in the community. Whilst it won’t be unti l 2015 that some new 
income sources will commence, considerable work went into planning in 2015 for successful new and 
producti ve programs.

The calendar year 2013 was a year of celebrati on in Canberra, and Ausdance ACT was busy with the 
promoti on of dance and dancers. The Centenary of Canberra in 2013 saw increased local auspice 
acti vity, and nati onally we celebrated dance and Canberra in hosti ng the Australian Dance Awards. By 
contrast, 2014 saw a reducti on in auspice acti vity from the previous year, which reduced the income 
from this acti vity by $4,600 relati ve to budget. Similarly, sponsorship funding was more diffi  cult to 
secure, with $5,000 less sponsorship income than we were seeking.

Once again, it was careful management by staff  and the board to successfully counter the reducti on 
in income with a reducti on in expenses. Of note were savings within the budget for the Youth Dance 
Festi val. The festi val was one of the biggest and costs were contained to be around $5,000 less than 
budgeted. The offi  ce also operated without Danielle White for part of the year whilst she took ti me 
away for maternity leave, which saw a reducti on in staffi  ng costs. Of note in 2014 was a signifi cant 
increase in memberships, and membership income, as we introduced a new category of membership 
for Youth Dance Festi val parti cipants.

The 2014 year commenced with $59,702 of retained equity. The budget agreed by the board was 
anti cipati ng a defi cit of $14,841 for the year. Pleasingly for the organisati on, the projects were delivered 
despite a reduced capacity within the offi  ce, which coupled with careful savings, saw the year end with 
a defi cit of just $6,338. Ausdance ACT were able to start 2015 with retained earnings of $53,364. 

  

Nicole Price, Treasurer



Neil Roach backstage at the 2014 
Youth Dance Festival 

Photo Canberra Word of Mouth

Director

My tenure at Ausdance ACT has been 
enjoyable and highly productive - 

and 2014 was no different
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It is tempti ng to say that 2014 should have been a quieter year than 
2013, which was spectacular to say the least. However, we had a brand 
new trial teacher summer school for 2014 to replace the previous 
January Master/Summer School, and major projects Australian 
Dance Week in May and Youth Dance Festi val in September.  We had 
administrati on work carried over from the 2013 auspice projects to 
complete and there was a major multi -year funding applicati on to develop and submit to artsACT mid 
year for considerati on for 2015+.
However, assisti ng professional dancers and the development of professional dance was always a high 
priority in 2014. Apart from all the other acti vity, we saw (in 2013) a conti nual progression of funding 
applicati ons to work on for 2014 producti on, totalling nine assisted applicati ons in 2013. 
Three of these were successful for 2014 producti on, and were auspiced by Ausdance ACT. We assisted 
a number of other producti ons across the year that were not auspiced (or fi nancially managed) by 
Ausdance ACT, such as Liz Lea’s Kathadra, welcomed the dancers for QL2’s Soft  Landing, conducted 
dancer forums, and spent a lot of ti me in conversati on with dancers. Mid 2014 we assisted seven 
grants for 2015 funding. Again three were successful for 2015 auspices, and another was funded for 
self-managed producti on. Other professional and development work was extensively assisted or 
advised on. This has always been a most creati ve and pleasurable part of the my role. 
The 30th Youth Dance Festi val was a great delight, and despite the lack of government support for this 
project for future years, we collected some 41Gb of interviews and sti ll photos to make a unique record 
of this special development project. My thanks go to Tim Harding for this extraordinary archive, and to 
Arti sti c Director Tanya Voges for so delightf ully moving the project forward. 
Apart from the successful projects, the major task of 2014 was developing a Business Plan and 
corresponding funding submission for artsACT. This was an extensive process across the fi rst half of the 
year, with fulsome consultati on and draft  writi ng. The outcome for 2015 and onwards was not as we 
had requested. artsACT advised that they would not support the full costs of the proposed program of 
professional and community art work and support. As noted in the President’s report, artsACT funding 
policy has shift ed away from funding acti viti es such as Youth Dance Festi val. 
This is highly disappointi ng, especially aft er such a successful year in 2013, but can be seen in the 
context of the 2009 artsACT’s Report: Review of the Arts in Canberra. This has engendered a reducti on 
in the number of key arts organisati ons to focus on those which occupy major porti ons and/or manage 
artsACT arts centres and faciliti es, and a focus on funding acti viti es supported by those centres. 
Ausdance ACT was not immune to this development, but while we may disagree with the applicati on 
of the Review and the way policy is funded, there is no review or appeal process and the outcome is 
fi xed. A change in staffi  ng structure has been required, necessitati ng my own departure from Ausdance 
ACT on 31 March 2015. 
Thank you to all those staff , Board members and personnel who have made Ausdance ACT and its 
projects so vital and enjoyable. I wish all dancers well as I leave to take on new challenges. 

Neil Roach, Director



Youth Dance Festival 2014 performer  
Photo  Canberra Word of Mouth

2014 Program
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We are here for people who set their own course
In 2014 Ausdance ACT commenced the fi ft h and fi nal year of the 2010 - 2014 Business Plan, which 
described a number of regular development projects. Over the life of this plan Ausdance ACT evolved 
the annual program towards greater support and development for dance arti sts while providing stronger 
professional services to members. Many projects combined dance development with educati on, as the 
two are closely related for both professional and pre-professional dancers.

Program highlights
• Auspice services and support for independent dancers Year-round
• Support for teachers of dance   Year-round
• Professional-Level classes   Year-round
• The Teacher Summer School    20-22 January 
• Australian Dance Week   3 May –11 May 
• Youth Dance Festi val   24 February - 17/18/19 September 
• Website and e-news services   Year-round 

Auspices and Grant-Writing Assistance 
Support for dance includes management services for grants, or auspicing. Ausdance ACT commenced 
2014, having assisted the writi ng of nine funding applicati ons for 2014 during 2013. On 1 January,with 
six auspices in progress, three of which were 2013 end-of grant processes, and three of which were 
commencing for 2014. During the year Ausdance ACT assisted with the writi ng of eight funding 
applicati ons, of which three were successful for 2015 auspices and another was funded for Mirramu 
Dance Company. 

Services
• Servicing members with professional informati on, advocacy and equipment. 
• Informati on services such as the website, which includes a searchable directory of local dance 

studios; regular e-bulleti ns.
• Collaborati ng with other arts organisati ons such as QL2 Dance to maximise outcomes. 
• Advocati ng for dance and consulti ng with government and other organisati ons on a nati onal 

basis for ACT-based arti sts. 

Canberra’s Dance Community
Ausdance ACT is for the dance community as a whole, in all its diversity; it is not an exclusive club; it 
is an inclusive service provider. Nevertheless we do encourage membership of Ausdance ACT, largely 
because it ensures our programs and services are relevant to the dance community. Members regularly 
access Ausdance ACT for assistance with marketi ng and communicati on, business and industry advice, 
grant applicati on processes and other issues arising for new and experienced dance practi oners. 
They acti vely parti cipate in Ausdance ACT programs, dance displays and in master clases from visiti ng 
companies.



Meeting artsACT Policy
The 2010-2014 Business Plan was developed and approved in the context of government policy setti  ngs 
of the ti me aff ecti ng dance. 
In July 2012 the ACT Minister for the Arts released a new policy framework with four principles:

• Principle One: Facilitate Community Parti cipati on in and Access to the Arts.
• Principle Two: Support Arti sti c Excellence and Arti sti c Diversity:
• Principle Three: Strengthen the Sustainability of Arts Organisati ons and the Capacity of the Arts 

to Contribute to Social and Economic Outcomes.
• Principle Four: Foster Arti sti c Innovati on and Creati ve Thinking. 

Ausdance ACT’s programs in 2014 conti nued to fulfi ll key aspects of every one of the above four 
principles. In doing so, Ausdance ACT met and furthered ACT Government arts policy, while meeti ng the 
needs of the dance community including our own members. Ausdance ACT has a demonstrated ability 
to meet changing needs and circumstances aff ecti ng members and stakeholders, to work increasingly 
closely with dance arti sts to develop their projects and careers and with dance teachers and students 
to develop their arti stry and skills. Ausdance ACT communicates dance to an appreciati ve public eager 
for opportuniti es. 

Meeting Policy
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Adelina Larsson, Strange Attractor
Photo Lorna Sim. 
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Professional Dance
Ausdance ACT provides a long list of services to independent dancers and 
other dance practi ti oners, and the consistent number grants writt en and 
gained is a testament to our eff ecti veness. 
2014 was again a producti ve year for local dance arti sts, and Ausdance 
ACT provided management services, oft en promoti onal and desktop 
publishing services, and many other forms of assistance, frequently not 
part of any formal auspice; and substanti al support for QL2 Dance and 
other arts organisati ons working with dance arti sts. 
Assisti ng professional dancers and the development of professional dance 
was the highest priority in 2014. Apart from all the other acti vity, we saw 
(in 2013) a conti nual progression of funding applicati ons to work on for 2014 producti on, totalling nine 
assisted applicati ons in 2013. Three of these were successful for 2014 producti on, and were auspiced 
by Ausdance ACT. 
We assisted a number of other producti ons across 2014 that 
were not auspiced or fi nancially managed by Ausdance ACT, 
such as Liz Lea’s Kathadra and Mirramu Dance Company’s 
striking Mirror Image, welcomed the dancers for QL2’s Soft  
Landing, conducted dancer forums, and spent a lot of ti me in 
conversati on with dancers. 
Mid 2014 we assisted seven grants for 2015 funding 
applicati ons. James Batchelor was successful with an artsACT 
and an Australia Council funding applicati on, and Lingua Franca 
was successful with an artsACT applicati on. Mirramu Dance 
Company was successful with an artsACT applicati on for a 
self-managed work. Other professional and development work 
was extensively assisted with advice or draft ing assistance. 

Collaborations
A new weekly Professional Contemporary Class managed by the 
dancers, to their needs, was established at the Belconnen Arts 
Centre as a development collaborati on with BAC. This low-cost initi ati ve gave professional contemporary 
dancers their own workspace independent of commercial studios or youth dance structures. 
Ausdance ACT established a new pathway to connect pre-professional performers with professional 
companies Bangarra Dance Theatre, Sydney Dance Company, and Circa as they toured to the Canberra 
Theatre Centre. This allowed pre-professional dancers Nick Jachno, Jess Haynes, Luke Fryer and 
performers from Warehouse Circus, to meet and interview performers in the shows att end the pre 
show forum and then receive complimentary seats to the performance. 
A Sydney Dance Company master class organised by Ausdance ACT saw three professional dancers and 
twelve pre-professional dancers take a class with the Dance Captain that also included a presentati on 
about dance careers and recruitment. 

Professional
Dance

Liz Lea in her self-devised work 
Kathadra, one of the many non-auspiced 

dance works assisted in 2014. 
Photo by Lorna Sim

Bangarra lead dancer Jasmin Sheppard with 
pre-professional dancers Nick Jachno (now at 
NZ School of Dance) and Jess Haynes (now at 
WAAPA). Nick and Jess were introduced to the 
company and interviewed Jasmin through an 

Ausdance ACT initiative with the Canberra Theatre 
Centre. 

Ausdance ACT professional class at 
Belconnen Arts Centre.

, Photo Lorna Sim. 



Amelia McQueen, Adelian Larsson, 
Laura Boynes and Janine Proost in 

Strange Attractor 2014
Photo Lorna Sim
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Strange Attractor 2014 (intensive auspice process) 
Strange Attractor was a key development activity for Canberra-based professional independent 
dancers. The project grew out of a development showing requested by Adelina Larsson, Alison Plevey, 
and (at the time) Ausdance ACT Board member Jamie Winbank with the words “presenting artists are 
either based in Canberra or have a strong connection to the Canberra professional dance scene, with a 
history of working here or a nomadic practice here, like a strange attractor”. 
The event was hosted by Ausdance ACT at the QL2 Theatre during the 2013 Australian Dance Awards, 
and enabled Ausdance ACT to bring some 100 dance professionals from all over Australia to share the 
afternoon with the dancers in a series of showings and discussions. An artsACT funding application was 
developed during 2013 and this was funded for the 2014 development stage.  
The 2014 process was an extensive ten-day development program based around professional 
mentoring, and the development of professional marketing and film/still biographical material for 
career development. The three original coordinators created a dancer-driven platform to articulate the 
individual choreographic approaches of the participants to fuel further investigation and professional 
learning. Mentor Natalie Curio was able to work individually with each participant, who each received 
a living and travel allowance. 
The development process culminated in two public showings of developing work, with discussion of 
ideas and choreographic processes with public audiences including invited media, industry guests, 
arts workers and organisations. It built an awareness of independent dance making in Canberra and 
delivered high-quality development and capacity building for the participants and coordinators. 
Ausdance ACT worked intensively with the process, initially assisting the grant-writing in 2013, the 
developing ideas about the process, the process itself, and debriefs with the three coordinators. 
Intensive discussions resulted in the incorporation of the project as an independent self-managing 
project inside the Ausdance ACT 2015 program.
http://strangeattractordance.com



Phly Crew with teachers t the 2014 Teacher 
Summer School Photo ART ATELIER
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Phly Crew with teachers t the 2014 Teacher 

Teacher Summer 
School 

20 - 22 January

The Teacher Summer School was a complete change for the previous Summer School/Master School, 
which had faced declining demand as local dance students were increasingly able to travel to summer 
schools based at major training insti tuti ons such as The Australian Ballet School. 
The 2014 Teacher Summer School was a trial of a new concept for a professional learning program 
designed to focus exclusively on the needs of teachers of dance, with the plan of approaching the 
Directorate of Educati on and Training to directly support this key acti vity for teachers in educati on. 
Three days were programmed. Ausdance ACT was able to use contacts further developed during the 
Australian Dance Awards to att ract nati onal standard dancers/tutors. 

Sharing session on Day 3 with contemporary choreographer Tanya Voges
Photo Ausdance ACT

Twenty high school and colleges teachers from the ACT att ended the three days. An inquiry writt en 
to the Minister for Educati on and Training requesti ng discussion of the project was received with an 
invitati on to develop a proposal, which was successfully funded for 2015 - 2017. 
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Australian
Dance Week

3-11 May 2014

121 studios or groups teaching regular classes in 146 spaces, more than 30 cultural dance 
groups and more than 10,000 people of all ages dancing in the ACT 

Explore, Experience, Excite!
Ausdance ACT organises and presents Australian Dance Week in the ACT, which is a celebrati on 
of dance that follows Internati onal Dance Day on 29 April. The week involves dance arti sts, 
arts centres, dance schools and studios to create new opportuniti es for people to sample and explore 
dance. It is promoted principally online, with media support where possible.  Ausdance ACT also 
updated the count of studios and places used for regular dance classes. 
The calendar was produced in-house and featured:
• Four professional performances, including two independent contemporary dance works, and 

showing of shorter works in Dance on the Edge at the Belconnen Arts Centre with post-show 
discussion lead by Ausdance ACT. 

• Free classes, from Bollywood to Ballet.
• Two Dance in the Piazza days at the Belconnen Fresh Food Markets.
• A fi lm night at Canberra Dance Theatre. 

Support
Sponsorship funds were received from Belconnen Fresh Food Markets for the dance displays and 
marketi ng, which also assisted by shift ing the focus of their radio adverts to Dance Week. Australian 
Dance Week 2013 marked the last major project supported by ACT Health Promoti on Grants, as that 
support ended in mid 2013. 
Free media coverage was provided on radio stati ons 104.7 and Mix 106.3 and arti cles appeared in The 
Canberra Times, The Chronicle and other local newspapers, with campaigns on social media. 

Australian Dance Week performance
 Photo Stephen Kaak



2014 Youth Dance Festival from side stage. 
Photo Canberra Word of Mouth
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2014 Youth Dance 
Festival

Participation, Creation, Inspiration
Youth Dance Festi val (YDF) is, as far as we know, unique, although there are other nati onal events 
that may appear similar, such as the past Rock Eisteddfod and the Wakakirri, and ACT Educati on and 
Training Directorate performance projects. However, YDF was established in 1985 with an ethic of 
non-competi ti veness, mutual support, and access, with an arti sti c director who makes personal visits 
to every parti cipati ng group. It has a clear ‘do it yourself with our help‘ ethic, as the dancers choose 
their own music and create their own dances, inspired by their own interpretati on of the annual theme. 
These dancers someti mes included highly experienced dancers from dance studios and QL2 Dance, but 
generally not, as the studios and QL2 Dance have their own programs. They were 1,345 young people 
of all abiliti es, creati ng their own dance projects to be guided and presented by Ausdance ACT. 

• Dance Fest is not a competi ti on. We say everyone can dance, we don’t give prizes, we do dance 
art, of any kind, of any culture. 

• We want the students to choose their own music, create their own dance, introduce their own 
dance works, and be the only people on stage. We want to hear their voice. We want boys to 
dance and do the dance they want to do.

• We don’t want huge sets and expensive costumes. While we like live music, works of art, 
fi lms shown behind the dancers and other forms of arti sti c expression, we want dance and 
self-expression. 

• We record and edit the music with the students.
• The evening opens with a short fi lm using rehearsal material crowd-sourced from the parti cipants.
• There was a theme, ‘100 Dreams‘, to celebrate the Centenary of Canberra. 
• AND we made sure everyone had a great show and a great experience.

Ausdance ACT invited all high schools and colleges within the ACT and one hour’s drive of the border 
to parti cipate at the beginning of the year.  If a group of dancers want to in a high school or college, 
whether government or independent, high school or college: they can, without auditi on, or judging, or 
winning or losing. This makes YDF a unique expression of Canberra youth, but it also refl ects the region. 
YDF is fi rstly an opportunity for high school and colleges students to dance their own creati ve dance in a 
highly supported and professional atmosphere. Only students appear on stage; only students introduce 
the individual dance pieces; only students MC the enti re night. And with this highly supporti ve and 
non-competi ti ve environment there is a conti nuing high degree of loyalty evident from the dancers 
and teachers. 
Each of the 55 dance pieces were introduced by one or two students from that work. There were two 
main MCs, also students, linking the whole evening together. 

2014
• 55 diff erent dances works with 1,345 dancers.
• 37 diff erent high schools and colleges parti cipati ng, with the majority (26) from the public sector, 

with the remainder independent (4) or Catholic (8). 
• 2 all-boy entries, from Canberra Grammar and Marist College.
• Entries from Goulburn, Cooma and Bowral. 



Youth Dance Festival 2011 | ART ATELIER

Youth Dance Festival  
Photo Canberra Word of Mouth
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• 14 work experience stage managers from Dickson College, Erindale College, Lake Tuggeranong 
College, and St Francis Xavier College.

• The three performances were filmed by the Media Department of the Canberra Institute of 
Technology and more than 8,000 photographs were taken by photographer Art Atelier. 

• There were 2,171 ticketed attendances, slightly down on the basis of dancers/seats sold in 2012, 
but still an increase in actual seats sold. 

Do It Yourself Guided Development
The project has the distinction of delivering a show based on empowering self-creativity without 
competitiveness. It is a six-month long development process which starts in February with rebuilding 
contact lists for schools and writing to school principals and teachers. The office staff have close contact 
with the teachers, and will visit schools before the formal start of the Artistic Director in August, 
especially as much of the paperwork needs to be completed and submitted early to allow for music 
recording, copyright permissions, the program printing, and technical scheduling.  
It is the non-competitive, cooperative, and moderated aspects of the project that encourage schools 
such as Black Mountain School and Orana School to participate. 
Artistic Director Tanya Voges spent four weeks visiting schools in August and September before the 
theatre week, which gave the opportunity for repeat visits where needed. Repeat visits were generally 
reserved for public secondary schools and colleges.
There were two main MCs, also students, linking the whole evening together. Other development 
aspects included hiring a professional dialogue coach for the main MCs to work on their script and 
presentation. Each individual dance piece was introduced by one or two students from that work. 



Performance at Australian Youth Dance Festival on the banks of the 
Murray River in Renmark. The Ausdance ACT Director staffed in support 

of youth dance companies including QL2. Photo Ausdance ACT

Annual Services
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Annual Services
There can be many calls on the knowledge and ti me of the offi  ce staff ,  from advice about where 
someone can fi nd a class, contract advice, dance fl oors - almost anything to do with dance. Ausdance 
ACT focusses on the following key services.
E-News
Ausdance ACT publishes three diff erent regular e-news bulleti ns using the reputable e-news service 
Constant Contact. All e-news bulleti ns are available as a web-archive and are cross-posted to Facebook 
and Twitt er.  Member events are prioriti sed. 
• The monthly calendar-style e-bulleti n reachs about 1,000 people. It promotes general dance events 

and opportuniti es. 
• The monthly Dance Acti on is a member-only e-publicati on and contains more specifi c industry 

informati on, arti cles, and ti ps and stories.  
• A teacher bulleti n for Youth Dance Festi val.
• Acti ve Facebook and Twitt er feeds cross-linking to the website.
Employment for Dance Artists
Ausdance ACT always looks for opportuniti es for dance arti sts. It employs dance arti sts for the Master 
School, for training workshops, and for Youth Dance Festi val. 
Website
The website www.ausdanceact.org.au went live in 2012 aft er a lengthy design and uploading process. It 
is acti vely cross-linked to the Ausdance Nati onal website and other branch websites. While the acti vity 
of 2013 meant that the website was not further developed quite as much as the offi  ce staff  desired, in 
late 2013 ti me permitt ed and staff  were able to update photos and extend the content. The website 
now is a key communciati on device. 
Advisory and Advocacy
Ausdance ACT is oft en the central contact point for dancers, parents, and dance studios. It promotes the 
Australian Guidelines for Dance Teachers, and the Code of Ethics for teachers of dance. Ausdance ACT 
also acts as an advisory body to a number of community and professional groups, including artsACT. 
Ausdance ACT has no formal role to play if a member of the public wishes to register a complaint or a 
studio has a professional issue, and will request that names not be used in any discussion. However, it 
would be negligent of Ausdance ACT as the peak body to refuse any advice, especially when it promotes 
teaching standards. Ausdance ACT has a standard procedure to follow in such matt ers and substanti al 
advice is already available on the website. 
Tarkett
Ausdance ACT has rolls of the portable professional dance surface Tarkett , which are available for hire to 
professional and community dance companies and schools. Six rolls are stored at the Canberra Theatre 
Centre, and fi ve rolls are stored at The Street Theatre. Rolls are only hired out from the Canberra 
Theatre Centre as there are technical staff  on site. Tarkett  may be supplied free to support independent 
dance works.
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Financial
Performance
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The Current Ratio is a benchmark of liquidity. The higher the ratio, the more liquid the organisation. 
Auspice assets and liabilities are separately identified. 
In 2012 the balance between greater auspice assets and liabilities, and the assets and liabilities of 
Ausdance ACT, created a skew in that was ironed out in 2013 with the discharge of these auspices. 
2014 was very similar to 2013.
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Extract from Financial 
Statements 2014 Year

Australian Dance Council -
Ausdance (ACT) Incorporated
ABN 36 761 984 224

Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 December 2014
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Australian Dance Council - Ausdance (ACT) Incorporated
ABN 36 761 984 224

Statement of Profit or Loss and Other Comprehensive Income
For the Year Ended 31 December 2014 

Note

2014

$

2013

$

Other income 3 225,713 326,519

Employee benefits expense (126,052) (144,288)

Other expenses (102,040) (185,847)

Depreciation (3,959) (5,124)

Profit before income tax (6,338) (8,740)

Income tax expense - -

Profit for the year (6,338) (8,740)

Other comprehensive income for the year, net of tax - -

Total comprehensive income for the year (6,338) (8,740)

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.
2
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Australian Dance Council - Ausdance (ACT) Incorporated
ABN 36 761 984 224

Statement of Financial Position
31 December 2014

Note

2014

$

2013

$

ASSETS

CURRENT ASSETS

Cash and cash equivalents 4 145,308 129,678

Trade and other receivables 5 3,523 30,503

Other assets 7 1,102 1,067

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 149,933 161,248

NON-CURRENT ASSETS

Property, plant and equipment 6 2,423 6,382

TOTAL NON-CURRENT ASSETS 2,423 6,382

TOTAL ASSETS 152,356 167,630

LIABILITIES

CURRENT LIABILITIES

Trade and other payables 8 30,123 35,325

Other financial liabilities 9 59,806 64,814

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES 89,929 100,139

NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES

Long-term provisions 9,063 7,789

TOTAL NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES 9,063 7,789

TOTAL LIABILITIES 98,992 107,928

NET ASSETS 53,364 59,702

EQUITY

Reserves 65,989 65,989

Retained earnings (12,625) (6,287)

53,364 59,702

TOTAL EQUITY 53,364 59,702

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.
3
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Australian Dance Council - Ausdance (ACT) Incorporated
ABN 36 761 984 224

Statement of Changes in Equity
For the Year Ended 31 December 2014

2014

Retained
Earnings

$

Equity
Reserve

$

Development
Fund 

$

Total

$

Balance at 1 January 2014 (6,287) 45,000 20,989 59,702

Profit attributable to members of the entity (6,338) - - (6,338)

Transfers between reserves - 20,989 (20,989) -

Balance at 31 December 2014 (12,625) 65,989 - 53,364

2013

Retained
Earnings

$

Equity
Reserve

$

Development
Fund 

$

Total

$

Balance at 1 January 2013 2,453 45,000 20,989 68,442

Profit attributable to members of the entity (8,740) - - (8,740)

Balance at 31 December 2013 (6,287) 45,000 20,989 59,702

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.
4
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Australian Dance Council - Ausdance (ACT) Incorporated
ABN 36 761 984 224

Statement of Cash Flows
For the Year Ended 31 December 2014

Note

2014

$

2013

$

CASH FLOWS FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES:

Receipts from customers $ 127,597 $ 182,633

Payments to suppliers and employees (250,518) (369,831)

Interest received 4,931 5,927

Receipt from grants 136,489 179,163

Net cash provided by/(used in) operating activities 14 18,499 (2,108)

CASH FLOWS FROM INVESTING ACTIVITIES:

CASH FLOWS FROM FINANCING ACTIVITIES:

Receipts/(Payments) from auspiced grants (2,869) (92,321)

Net cash used by financing activities (2,869) (92,321)

Net increase/(decrease) in cash and cash equivalents
held 15,630 (94,429)

Cash and cash equivalents at beginning of year 129,677 224,106

Cash and cash equivalents at end of financial year 4 $ 145,307 $ 129,677

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.
5
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Australian Dance Council - Ausdance (ACT) Incorporated
ABN 36 761 984 224

Independent Audit Report to the members of Australian Dance Council -
Ausdance (ACT) Incorporated

Report on the Financial Report

We have audited the accompanying financial report of Australian Dance Council - Ausdance (ACT) Incorporated, which
comprises the statement of financial position as at 31 December 2014, the statement of profit or loss and other
comprehensive income, statement of changes in equity and statement of cash flows for the year then ended, notes
comprising a summary of significant accounting policies and other explanatory information, and the statement by members
of the council.

Management's Responsibility for the Financial Report

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial report in accordance with Australian
Accounting Standards and Associations Incorporation Act (ACT) 1991, and for such internal control as management
determines is necessary to enable the preparation and fair presentation of the financial report that is free from material
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 

Auditor’s Responsibility

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the financial report based on our audit. We conducted our audit in accordance
with Australian Auditing Standards. Those standards require that we comply with relevant ethical requirements relating to
audit engagements and plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial report is
free from material misstatement.

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the financial report.
The procedures selected depend on the auditor’s judgement, including the assessment of the risks of material
misstatement of the financial report, whether due to fraud or error. In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers
internal control relevant to the entity’s preparation and fair presentation of the financial report in order to design audit
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness
of the entity’s internal control. An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the
reasonableness of accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the
financial report.

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our audit opinion.

Opinion

In our opinion, the financial report presents fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of Australian Dance Council
- Ausdance (ACT) Incorporated as at 31 December 2014, and its financial performance and its cash flows for the year then
ended in accordance with Australian Accounting Standards and Associations Incorporation Act (ACT) 1991.

19
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A big thank you to our partners and supporters for 2014
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Sponsors & 
Supporters


