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Join the peak body for dance in 
the ACT starting at $33.

Your membership fee goes 
towards advocacy in dance 
as well as our programs to 
strengthen, grow and develop the 
dance sector.

www.ausdanceact.org.au
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Ausdance ACT acknowledges the traditional 
custodians of the land where we meet and work, 
the Ngunnawal people, and the many other 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples from 
across Australia who have now made Canberra 
their home. We celebrate and respect their 
continuing culture and the contribution they make to 
the life of the ACT and region.

Photo: Justine Carla Brown
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About Us1
Part of a national network, Ausdance ACT is the peak body for dance in 
the ACT, headed by Director Dr Cathy Adamek.

Ausdance ACT provides high quality, accessible and diverse dance 
programs, from across all genres, which engage and inspire dance 
makers, performers, audiences, and other participants in the ACT and 
surrounds. 

Our services include: support for independent professional 
dancers; help with career pathways for emerging artists; professional 
development and performance opportunities; and promotion of dance 
and dance education. Ausdance ACT has special interests in the 
professional sector, youth, dance education, First Nations Dance, and 
accessible dance opportunities.
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Ausdance ACT is proud to be supported 
by the ACT Government through Program 

Funding from artsACT

Ausdance ACT is a proud resident of 
Ainslie and Gorman Arts Centres
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2021 Mission & Vision2

Providing accessible and 
inclusive dance programs to 
the community, in particular 
to youth, Indigenous, and 
diverse cultural groups of the 
ACT and surrounding areas.

1
Harnessing the power of 
dance as a tool for 
self-confidence and physical 
and mental wellbeing.

2
Supporting professional 
dance artists through 
career and creative 
producing advice, 
mentoring, professional 
development opportunities 
and paid employment and 
engagements.

3

Nurturing a supportive, 
adaptive and collaborative 
local dance community.

4
Increasing the reach 
and positive impact of 
Ausdance ACT in the ACT 
arts landscape and wider 
community.

5

To meet arts and wider community need for dance development 
and participation by:

Ausdance ACT is a funded peak body. We help communicate sector issues 
and queries to government departments and ministers. At a national level the 
network also communicates with Ausdance National who provide national 
focus and advocacy with connections to the Tertiary Dance Council of 
Australia (TDCA), NAAE, (National Arts Education Advocacy), and the World 
Dance Alliance and have traditionally held the Australian Dance Awards which 
were on hold for 2021.

Advocacy

Photo: Art Atelier Photography
Dancers: Dance Development Centre
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I have great pleasure in reporting for the 
first time as President of Ausdance ACT, 
and despite the numerous challenges faced 
by the sector during 2021, I am proud to 
see the organisation continuing to adapt 
and support the rich dance and arts culture 
we have in Canberra.

We commenced 2021 with renewed 
energy and confidence having our newly 
appointed Director, Dr Cathy Adamek, 
leading the Ausdance ACT team into the 
year. Our past President, Lauren Honcope, 
who had flagged her retirement date of 
September 2020, stayed a little bit longer 
to assist a smooth transition for the newly 
elected President. Lisa Clark stepped in 
at the AGM as Interim President until a 
suitable candidate could be found and 
soon after, I stepped into the role, moving 
from my Vice President position. Facing 
difficulties of an increased workload from 
the impacts of COVID-19 (and then another 
lockdown) meant I was hesitant to take on 
the greater responsibility of President. 

However, I am thankful to have been 
surrounded by an incredibly supportive 
and knowledgeable team of Ausdance 

ACT employees, contractors and board 
members; all of whom contributed towards 
the organisation’s continued success 
over the year. This meant we got to see 
dance supported and encouraged across 
Canberra and the surrounding regions (and 
further afield through our digital presence) 
once again through some of our incredible 
programs.   

At the AGM, amendments to our 
constitution were made to amend the rules 
so that they met the Commonwealth’s 
requirements for deductible gift recipient 
(DGR) status. Once approval is sought and 
granted this will allow Ausdance ACT to 
attract private donations on the same basis 
as all other Ausdance branches who have 
donation funds registered as a DGR with 
the ATO. Thank you to Elle Morris for her 
work on preparing much of this thus far.

A number of board members attended 
AICD (Australian Institute of Company 
Directors) training at Warehouse Circus 
which proved highly valuable. Attendees 
agreed it was a beneficial and eye 
opening session and recommended that 
all new (future) board members should 
undertake this training. 

There was continuity and renewal of board 
membership across the year. In March, 
we welcomed Jodi Hammond to the 
board who later became Vice President 
in September. Lisa Clark, Elle Morris, 
Cheryl Diggins, Sarah Berenson and Alex 
Dennison continued. Lauren Honcope, 
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and redistribute our funding budget 
accordingly, allowing us to afford to 
contract our staff again in 2022. 

Thank you in particular to our core staff, 
Cathy Adamek, Emma Dykes, Natsuko 
Yonezawa, Debora Di Centa and Chris 
Dragisic for your patience over this time 
and for your hard work across all of the 
2021 calendar year.

Before signing off, I’d like to take a moment 
to once again thank past President Lauren 
Honcope for her incredible dedication to 
Ausdance ACT over the time she was on 
the board, and the 10+ years she stood on 
it as President. Her hard work volunteering 
for Ausdance ACT is inspiring and those 
who witnessed the countless hours that 
she poured into this organisation know 
that she largely contributed towards the 
continuation and survival of Ausdance 
ACT during some of the most difficult 
times. The wealth of knowledge Lauren 
has of Ausdance ACT is astounding, 
both of its history and its constitution; and 
if she doesn’t know it off the top of her 
head, she will have the information filed 
in orderly fashion, ready to retrieve at a 
moment’s notice! Her shoes were daunting 
to fill because she did and knew so much.  
Lauren continues to support Ausdance ACT 
events and is always a phone call away 
for any board or staff member needing 
assistance. We are so pleased to finally 
be able to celebrate Lauren’s commitment 
to Ausdance ACT with a small party, after 
lockdowns prevented us from doing so in 
2020.

Kym Degenhart
President

Emma Laverty and Jennifer Body decided 
not to stand at the AGM. 

In November, Josh Duke (Treasurer) 
resigned to take on a position on the 
Bangarra Dance Theatre Board, having 
also moved away from Canberra during 
the year. He found us an excellent 
replacement before leaving and so we 
welcomed our new Treasurer, Luke Delaney 
to the board in November. Many important 
decisions moving into 2022 had to be 
based around the organisation’s financial 
health so I’d like to thank both Josh and 
Luke for their hard work monitoring the 
financials and advising the board over this 
challenging period. I’d also like to thank all 
board members for their input in shaping 
the future of Ausdance ACT and for their 
commitment attending meetings over Zoom 
during lockdown and thereafter.

After a buzzing year with many 
accomplishments (which you will see in 
the pages of this Annual Report), and 
despite a second COVID-19 lockdown, 
the year ended with uncertainty around 
the organisation’s future. COVID-19 grant 
funding that had covered our Director’s 
position up until December 2021 was 
being discontinued and the board had 
to have emergency meetings in the days 
leading into Christmas to discuss staffing 
arrangements for 2022. The situation 
was less than ideal, especially for the 
Ausdance ACT staff and everyone felt 
terrible going into the New Year without 
a solution. Thankfully this solution came 
in early January after a meeting with 
artsACT, who permitted us to resubmit our 
budget proposal for the 2022 programs 
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I started at Ausdance ACT with a clear 
mission to improve the clarity about what 
it is that Ausdance does? We are funded 
to create dance programs and provide 
services for the dance sector in Canberra 
and its regions with an emphasis on 
supporting diverse professional dance 
practice, education and teaching across 
all stages of life and ability. Creating 
collaborations, partnerships in order 
to further professional development 
opportunities for work to be enabled, 
curated and programmed, produced, in the 
gaps COVID-19 restrictions allowed was 
a key objective of mine, coming from 30 
years as an independent artist. 

Ausdance is the peak body for dance 
in Australia with a state-based network 
with branches in NSW, QLD, SA, WA 
and VIC. A non-for-profit member based 
organisation who work with Ausdance 
National to advocate for dance as an 
industry to government at the local and 
federal level. Dance as a performing 
art and teaching practice has a strong 
female led presence. In Australia it can 
suffer in mainstream coverage - not being 
taken seriously aside more established art 

forms like writing or visual arts or music. 
Promotion and raising awareness of the 
role dance plays in all Australians lives is a 
big part of our agenda.

What a year of further challenges 2021 
presented in the face of a global pandemic 
and a global health response. It has 
been a dream and a privilege to connect 
with this wonderful and diverse arts and 
dance community. And I feel so grateful 
for the opportunity to be working for the 
dance sector here as best I can, coming 
out of one of the biggest challenges 
the live performance industry has had 
worldwide. Gigs and tours cancelled, 
venues closed. It threw into stark relief the 
central but often taken for granted role arts 
and entertainment is to a vibrant liveable 
city. It is living proof of the resilience 
a life in dance gives us. It was a huge 
achievement that with a small but resilient 
and resourceful team, I was able to create 
a digital strategy that meant our programs 
could pivot (with the occasional crash) and 
still deliver to the community. 

We started the year optimistically, but 
lockdowns in other states proved the first 
hitch in bringing in artists from NSW or 
QLD to work with dancers in Canberra. 
So we began as we ended, with the 
first of many digital pivots, by recording 
and putting a professional development 
masterclass on line. Employing artists to 
teach, which also keeps their skill base as 
choreographers honed, is a key benefit of 
Ausdance’s class and workshop delivery to 
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the professional dance sector.

Australian Dance Week in early May 
proved in hindsight to be a glorious 
moment of creative and public freedom 
where we were able to curate and create 
opportunities for professional and open 
dance practice safely, with few restrictions. 
Culminating in ‘Love Dance’ at the 
National Portrait Gallery, a delightful site 
specific celebration reflective of the breadth 
and depth of Canberran dance. I have 
been thrilled in Canberra with the prolific 
interdisciplinary programming of dance as 
a performing art alongside visual art.

We were able to present a series of 
‘Digital Moves’ Dance Film workshops 
with Felicity Arts for the dance community 
in June unimpeded, but it was the second 
half of the year that brought the reality of 
pandemic conditions into our everyday 
operations. This meant our role as a 
communicator for the sector came to the 
fore, with many dance artists, studios 
and teachers turning to us for advice on 
handling, interpreting and advocating 
around restrictions.

Our 37th Youth Dance Festival in 
November was pivoted to a digital 
download offering for the first time in 
its history. We were able to bring some 
schools into the theatre to record their 
performances. We were also able to offer 
support for QL2 Dance’s Artist in Residence 
program and a dance film commissions in 
partnership with Dance Hub SA at this time.

Thank You
Big thanks to the Minister for the Arts Tara 
Cheyne MLA and artsACT. Ausdance 
ACT is funded by the ACT Government 
through artsACT. I’d like to thank them for 
recognising the important role Ausdance 
plays in on working for the sector.

I’d like to thank the office team at Ausdance 
ACT for peddling uphill to deliver our 
programs and provide support for the 
Canberra dance sector in extraordinary 
circumstance. The indefatigable President 
Lauren Honcope who has built such a 
sturdy ship over many years of service who 
retired this year and Vice President Kym 
Degenhart who stepped into the President 
role half way through the year and the 
Ausdance board - people who have been 
enormously generous to me with their 
advice and introductions to making this 
year come together for the dance industry. 
To all our wonderful partners, sponsors and 
supporters, thank you. It is the connected 
network that makes Ausdance, please keep 
reaching out.

Dr. Cathy Adamek
Director



Treasurer Report

It is my pleasure to present the Treasurer’s 
Report for the year ended 31 December 
2021. As at 31 December 2021, Ausdance 
ACT reported an operating deficit of 
$21,933 compared to the surplus of 
$20,675 for the 2020 year. The financial 
result for the year is within the margin of risk 
assessed when the 2021 budget was set in 
late 2020.

Ausdance ACT entered 2021 in robust 
financial health, which enabled the 
organisation to navigate the unprecedented 
conditions that have been impacting 
communities across the globe.

The cause of the aforementioned shortfall 
was largely due to the increased 
expenditure associated with the last minute 
change to Youth Dance Festival from a YDF 
with a live audience to an online platform 
of delivery, following the lockdowns in the 
ACT and across the nation. Despite this 
late shift, it was a monumental effort by our 
Director Cathy Adamek and her team to 
turn this around and present an incredible 
first for Ausdance ACT.

I would like to acknowledge the ongoing 
financial support provided by the ACT 
Government through artsACT which is 
so important to the financial viability of 
Ausdance. The financial support we receive 
directly impacts Ausdance ACT’s ability to 
provide dance programs to the community 
within the ACT and surrounding areas 
and we are very grateful for the support 
we receive through artsACT. In addition 
to the overarching support, the Ausdance 
ACT community are extremely grateful for 
the two COVID-19 Business Cash Grants, 
amounting to $48,000, in late 2021 
that assisted Ausdance ACT navigate the 
unprecedented lockdowns across the ACT.

Continuing from 2020, the year of 2021 
presented unique and unprecedented 
challenges to the community and I am 
proud of the support Ausdance ACT was 
able to provide to the sector and the 
community through:

•Artists in residence payments of 
$1,500

•Payments to professional dancers 
throughout the year totalling $40,000

•Continuing our artists small grants 
program amounting to $2,500; and

•The incredible Youth Dance Festival 
that was run in an online-covid safe 
manner despite a last minute shift to a 
virtual delivery of the program.

5
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Ausdance ACT was able to increase 
its membership base throughout the 
year generating $3,667 from member 
subscriptions.

Financially, Ausdance ACT has concluded 
the year in a sustainable position, 
right-sized budget and has a focus on 
expenditure management and further 
developing the member base across the 
community.

Ausdance ACT’s position in the community 
is focused on providing accessible, 
inclusive and high-quality dance programs 
across all genres, and seek to engage and 
inspire all across the dance community 
(participants, audiences, dance makers). 
Whilst our focus is not on making a profit, 
operating an organisation that has a strong 
financial base in turn enables a long-term 
strategy to be implemented for supporting 
and promoting dance across the ACT.

Following the events of the past two years 
the board are pursing financial strength 
and stability in order to provide a strong 
foundation for the promotion of dance 
across the community for years to come.

I would like to thank Ausdance’s staff, 
volunteers, members and board for 
continuing to deliver exemplary high 
quality, accessible and inclusive dance 
programs for our community. 
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Finally, I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank Joshua Duke for his contribution 
to Ausdance ACT and his oversight of 
Ausdance ACT’s financial position over the 
past few years and enabling Ausdance 
ACT to remain in a robust financial position 
to deliver future dance programs across the 
Territory, despite the significant uncertainty 
and headwinds faced by the organisation.

Luke Delaney
Treasurer



Marketing Report

SOCIAL MEDIA
Social Media continues to be the main 
avenue of promotion for Ausdance ACT 
programs, advocacy, and provision 
of dance sector opportunities, advice, 
and news. We also actively support 
and promote the activities of our dance 
community.

Ausdance ACT has a presence on 
Facebook (both our Primary Page, 3,327 
followers, as well as an Open Class Group, 
564 members, and Youth Dance Festival 
Page, 939 followers), an Instagram Profile 
(1,571 followers) and is active on Twitter 
(662 followers).

Our reach has continued to build, gain 
traction, and increase awareness as 
identified in the statistics below for our 
primary Ausdance ACT Facebook Page 
and Instagram Profile for the period 1 
January 2021 until 31 December 2021.

Reach:
Paid Reach - The number of people who 
saw your ads at least once.

48,809 an increase of 259.5% vs 1 
January 2020 – 31 December 2020

Facebook Page Reach - The number of 
people who saw any content from your 
Page or about your Page, including posts, 
stories, ads, social information from people 
who interact with your Page and more. 

82,570 an increase of 380.6% vs 1 
January 2020 – 31 December 2020

Instagram Reach - The number of unique 
accounts that saw any of your posts or 
stories at least once.

15,964 an increase of 459.2% vs 1 
January 2020 – 31 December 2020

Page and Profile Visits:
Facebook Page Visits – The number of 
times your Page was visited.

2,930 an increase of 171% vs 1 
January 2020 – 31 December 2020

Instagram Profile Visits – The number of 
times your Profile was visited.

4,810 an increase of 439.8% vs 1 
January 2020 – 31 December 2020
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New Likes and Follows:
Facebook Page new likes – The number 
of new likes of your Page
 
243 an increase of 262.7% vs 1 
January 2020 – 31 December 2020

Instagram new Followers - The number 
of new accounts that started following your 
Instagram account

149 note 2020 comparison unavailable

Advertising Trends:
Paid Impressions - The number of times 
your ads were on screen.

164,096 an increase of 681.3% vs 1 
January 2020 – 31 December 2020

In summary the increased social media 
focus by a dedicated staff member and 
therefore an increased level of the posting 
over the twelve-month period are two 
factors that have contributed significantly 
to the overall increase in reach, likes, visits 
and impressions.

MEDIA RELATIONS AND PUBLICITY
Publicity forms a major part of our overall 
marketing strategy. It is a crucial element 
that aims to increase public awareness. 
Although this is a time-consuming activity 
maintaining media relationships is an 
integral part of the Marketing Manager’s 
role and fundamental to the success of 
receiving media coverage. Ausdance ACT 
is continually active and successful in this 
space and generates both media coverage 
for our programs and projects but also for 
issues that effective the dance sector. Full 

Ausdance ACT Annual Report 2021 15

2021 media coverage can be viewed on 
our website.

EMAIL MARKETING 
Over the period we further developed 
and updated contacts on our Mailchimp 
marketing platform and sent a total of 
fifty-five targeted campaign emails. 
These emails included our e News, 
regular COVID-19 updates for both the 
independent sector and dance studios, 
promotional emails for surveys, programs, 
workshops, classes, and networking 
events as well as project targeted emails 
to schools. Email marketing enables us to 
create personalised content, customise our 
campaigns and create targeted content. 
It is an affordable and effective marketing 
tool.

MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS 
ADVICE AND ASSISTANCE
The Marketing Manager provides regular 
and ongoing advice to our stakeholders 
and members in relation to all elements 
of marketing and communications. This is 
an area which there appears to be a high 
level of demand for support and assistance 
across the dance sector.

Emma Dykes
Marketing Manager
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The Ausdance team delivered a number of resources to assist dance 
artists coming in and out of lockdown. As well as producing our 
own, we also became a conduit for channeling and filtering relevant 
information onto the dance sector as well as advising on recommended 
practice and interpretation of the guidelines.

From the Ausdance network we shared Safe Return to Dance Guidelines 
and a Dancer Well-Being Publications. 

In the ACT our Marketing Manager Emma Dykes produced 20 social 
media posts updating government announcements and translating 
what it meant for the dance sector, insurance information, COVID-19 
grant assistance. This meant extensive communication with artsACT, 
Department of Sport and Recreation, ACT Education Directorate 
and ACT Health, to get a clear productive and safe outcome for 
independent dance artists and small creative and teaching businesses 
and organisations. 

Director Dr Cathy Adamek attended the weekly Canberra Arts Action 
Group catch ups through Zoom, Chaired by Michael White which 
became a good cross sector support and information sharing for artists 
and small arts organisations. 

We produced an interactive infographic to help independents and 
dance studios navigate the complexities of COVID-19 grant relief 
eligibility. 

Cathy spoke to ABC Radio and The Canberra Times about dance in 
lockdown and the health and well being benefits of dancing for all. 

It was an intensive time full of the unexpected, it meant our 
communications capacity went into overdrive and couldn’t have been 
achieved without strong teamwork between the Director and Marketing 
Manager.

During ACT’s lockdown held regular Zoom ‘Coffee with Cathy’ chats 
with our sector, hosted by Ausdance ACT Director Dr Cathy Adamek. 

These meetings provided an opportunity to connect in a relaxed and informal way 
with fellow studios, teachers, administrators, independent dancers and other Ausdance 
members during this difficult time. These sessions assisted us in providing targeted 
advocacy and support services to our sector.

Initially these sessions were of a drop in nature but as the lockdown was extended topical 
discussion themes were introduced with the addition of guest speakers.

‘Challenges of Online Dance Teaching’
Cathy was joined by local dance teachers Caroline Wall, Lisa Clark, Kym Degenhart, 
Olivia Fyfe, Jacqui Simmonds and other members of our dance community. It was a 
great turn out from the Canberra dance teaching community and made for insightful and 
supportive discussion and commentary.

‘The Art of Rescheduling: delivering live dance performance’.
Cathy was joined by artists Alison Plevey (Australian Dance Party), Rachel Reid (Jazida 
and Flazeda Hub), Eliza Sanders (House of Sand) and Jake Silvestro (independent artist/
acrobat). This session provided an opportunity for Canberra centred producing artists to 
talk about the impact rescheduling and reimagining or having to cancel is having on them 
and their practice.

‘Planning End of Year Shows - post lockdown’.
Ausdance ACT Director Dr Cathy Adamek was joined by studio owners Kim Harvey (Kim 
Harvey School of Dance), Francis Owusu (Kulture Break), Renee Mandanici-Baldwin & 
Juanita Sinclair Boehm (Dancedge Canberra) and Kagiso Tshepo Ratlhagane (Passion 
& Purpose). This was an opportunity for Canberra studio owners and teachers to discuss 
different options they are exploring for end of year shows, the challenges they have faced 
and how they have worked to overcome them.

Dance lead the way during COVID-19 lock down and restrictions in its uptake of digital 
media and online platforms – with an abundance of live stream classes and dance film.
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Australian Dance Week

Open access and curated week long mini umbrella festival 
celebration of the Canberra dance sector.

Professional Dance Sector Opportunities 

Designed to support independent dance practice and 
contribute to sustainable practice of dance artists the following 
projects are designed to provide activities and assistance for 
the independent dance sector.

•Professional Dance Artist and Teacher Support
•Workshops and Classes
•Dance.Focus
•Artist in Residence Partnership with QL2 Dance
•Small Grants Fund
•Networking Events

First Nations Dance

Through all our programs we aim to centralise First Nations 
Dance and help create opportunities to highlight our First 
Nations dancers and educators, where possible engaging with 
Ngunnawal local artists.

Youth Dance Festival

Run by Ausdance ACT for 37 years, Youth Dance Festival 
provides Canberra secondary students and teachers 
professional mentoring in live stage craft creation and 
performance in Canberra’s premiere theatre.

Dance Artists in Schools

This program provides schools and students with the special 
opportunity to work with some of the leading dance artists in 
Canberra.

Our Programs8
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Professional Dance Sector Opportunities 
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Program Reports
Open Class 

Employing artists to teach is a key benefit of Ausdance’s class and 
workshop delivery. Variety and representation of diverse genres was 
the objective in 2021, an experiment to see what the take up rate would 
be for this consistent Ausdance program with often fluctuating numbers 
over the years, pre COVID-19. Our Open Classes brought together 
Canberra dancers to share, network, try different styles and importantly 
have fun with an emphasis on inclusion and returning adult dances. 
The classes were run in 6 week blocks during term time on Thursday 
evenings. 

A cross section of diverse dance artists, many who work as independent 
artists, were provided paid teaching work through the Open Class 
program. These artists included: Gretel Burgess, Justine Carla Brown, 
Elizabeth Arcoiris, Olivia Fyfe, Kagiso Tshepo Ratlhagane, Angelica 
Casado, Caroline Wall, Cathy Adamek, Debora Di Centa, Alison 
Plevey, Margaret Taylor, Melissa Markos, Lilah Gow and Jess Bui.

Managed by Debora Di Centa, this year classes were held  both 
at Canberra Dance Theatre studio and transitioned online during 
lockdown. Classes were offered in the following styles Afro Funk, 
Indigenous, Burlesque, Contemporary, Afrobeats, Flamenco, Hip Hop, 
Street Funk, Ballet to Beats, Contact Improvisation, Ballet Technique, 
Contemporary Repertoire, Commercial and Urban.

Participation was variable and we found that Ausdance running free 
come and try workshops was always a draw card and we had good 
participation rates for online classes which we didn’t charge for.

The fee for teaching artists was increased this year in line with industry 
standards. The overheads for hiring a teaching space tends to make this 
program less viable.

The Open Class program is planned for review in 2022.
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Online Masterclass with Jesse and Joel Rasmussen

Due to COVID-19 travel restrictions, we had to cancel our January Canberra 
Summer Intensive with Jesse and Joel Rasmussen. The upside was that in the place 
of an ‘in person’ intensive, we commissioned Jesse and Joel to create an online 
Mentoring Masterclass across the genres of hip hop, tap and commercial jazz.

These tutorials provided invaluable mentoring advice for young dancers considering 
professional careers including, how to approach auditions, producing your own 
work and choreographic tools and ideas.

The first episode provided information about audition preparation, networkting and 
branding and industry insights. The second episode features a tap combination 
taught by Jesse Rasmussen, for dancers to learn. The third episode includes a Jazz, 
Funk, Hip Hop (JFH) combination taught by Joel Rasmussen, for dancers to learn.

We are pleased to provide this ongoing resource free of charge to our dance 
community through our website. 

Closed captions were provided by Captioning Studio.

We thank Jesse and Joel for their generosity in sharing their knowledge and 
experiences with us.

Digital Moves: Felicity Arts Workshops

Ausdance ACT brought Felicity Arts to Canberra in June and were able to provide two 
free workshops for independent dance makers and interdisciplinary artists and one for 
dance teachers.

Felicity Arts is an award-winning production house at the forefront of emergent 
technologies and artform practices in Australia. Founded in 2007, they have created 
some of the world’s most innovate projects intersecting the perception of performer and 
space, including 3xperimentia and Future Memory. This practical workshop focused on 
collaborative filmmaking offering new perspectives in digital literacy, creation and making 
led by Amanda Phillips and Alexander Waite Mitchell.

The workshop focussed on unlocking the potential of creating, teaching and learning 
through digital media - delivering your collective message in an authentic, relevant 
and meaningful way - on screen. Participants explored new pathways of engagement, 
connection and self-worth through refreshing perspectives and discoveries - looking at 
and within - the world. All participants gained confidence through film as the medium for 
collaboration.

Felicity Arts also worked extensively in Canberra with students and teachers participating 
in our 2021 Youth Dance Festival.
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DANCE.FOCUS

Ausdance ACT were able to offer opportunities to Canberra artists 
through creating a partnership with Dance Hub SA. Dance.Focus is a 
dance film commission by Dance Hub SA in partnership with Ausdance 
ACT and supported by Ausdance SA and Torbrek Vinters. The commission 
is designed to challenge, resonate and engage with screen dance. This 
builds on Ausdance ACT’s commitment to providing digital engagement 
tools and opportunities as a resource during the COVID-19 response. 

The commission was for four artists, two from South Australia and two 
from the ACT.  Dance.Focus 2021 SA produced films, ‘Whispers Down the 
Lane’ by Chloe Moir and ‘(T)HERE’ by Cinzia Schincariol premiered on 
Facebook Live in September 2021. The Dance.Focus 2021 ACT produced 
film ‘Streetlight’ Directed & Created by Robert Aspinall has premiered on 
Facebook Live in December 2021. All three films are available for viewing 
on our website and YouTube channel.

Unfortunately, the production of ‘Rose Tinted Lens’ by Nathan Rutups was 
impacted COVID-19 restrictions and unable to be produced in 2021.

“Dance film is a distinct visual art form that expands what dance and 
choreography can be – beyond the limitations of the physical body in 
space and indeed, with or without, the virtual human body in motion”.
Amanda Phillips – Artistic Director, Dance Hub SA
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Artist in Residence Partnership

Ausdance ACT partnered with QL2 Dance to support their Curated 
Residency Program. Through this collaboration we were able to provide 
four QL2 Dance residencies with a financial contribution towards their 
creative development.

The successful artists were Ashlee Bye, Lilah & Stephen Gow, Claire 
Holland and Jason Pearce

QL2 Dance offers every year an average of 15 to 20 residencies 
through its Curated Residency Program to independent artists in 
Canberra. The residencies are worth in kind between $2,500 and 
$10,000 depending on the length of the residency, the performance 
requirements (if any) and extra support needed. The residencies 
include access to dance specific rehearsal and performance spaces 
and may include mentorship, production, management and marketing 
support. They offer a safe and welcoming space to create, experiment 
and develop new work as well as perform work in progress or full 
performances.

Ausdance ACT and QL2 Dance have a joint commitment to the 
professional development of local dance artists and we look forward to 
sharing their creative journey. Lilah and Stephen Gow and Ashlee Bye’s 
residencies were completed in 2021 with Claire Holland and Jason 
Pearce completing in theirs in the first quarter of 2022.

All artists were able to support their showing with a creative 
development showing and Ausdance was able to promote through co-
sharing social media their time in studio. 
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Ashlee Bye Lilah &
Stephen Gow

Claire Holland Jason Pearce



Small Grants Fund

Ausdance ACT’s 2020 Small Grants Fund was established to provide 
inclusive one-off financial assistance to local dancers, both emerging 
and established experiencing negative impacts on their dance activities 
as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. Early 2021 saw the final 
allocation of small grant funding to 3 more dance artist recipients. 
Applications were slow to start but once word and our targeted 
database reached independent artists, this became a popular and 
appreciated offering in a time of need. We were able to support diverse 
dance practitioners hip-hop and street artists and videographers, Paige 
Helsham, Ryan Telfer and teacher Carol Blazeski before this offering 
closed.

Of note, Ryan Telfer’s group Project One made a series of short films 
coming out of lock down with the grant, representing the optimism and 
resilience of Canberra artists luckier in their ability to continue using 
urban and other outdoor (non traditional) space to create work. There 
is a strong street dance presence in Canberra which these short films 
reflect.

Professional Dance Artist and Teacher Support

For those who perform, teach, choreograph, make and create we 
provide marketing support, business, dramaturgical and creative 
production advice, artist fees and project collaboration.
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Ausdance Produced Events and New Work Curation 
and Creation

We partnered with Belconnen Arts Centre for the Australian Dance 
Week official launch on International Dance Day by Minister for the 
Arts Tara Cheyne MLA. This was an opportunity to profile the diverse 
spectrum of local dance practice through some performance highlights. 
Our Acknowledgement to Country was made by Wiradjuri Echoes, 
with a dance and music presentation, a Locking street dance style 
performance by Chip Lo from Project Beats, a solo performance by 
Divyusha Polepalli from Liz Lea’s production of ‘The Point’, a Burlesque 
performance by Jazida and the showing of two short film excerpts by 
Project One, presented by Ryan Telfer.

This was also an opportunity to read the International Dance Day 
message, authored by Friedemann Vogel from the Das Stuttgarter 
Ballett, enabled by The World Dance Alliance, to which the Ausdance 
network is affiliated with.
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The Ausdance network celebrates and promotes dance in all its forms every year 
during Australian Dance Week, a brand that has been built entirely by the Ausdance 
network since 1982. Ausdance ACT’s celebrations kicked off on Thursday 29th April 
and concluded on Sunday 9th May. Each year, our launch of Australian Dance Week 
coincides with International Dance Day, a UNESCO supported event from which 
Australian Dance Week grew. Ausdance ACT’s Australian Dance Week remains the 
biggest Dance Week celebration in Australia.

Australian Dance Week operates like a mini umbrella festival, semi-curated, with an open 
event calendar, raising the profile of dance and focuses on the values, importance and the 
many cultural contributions of dance to the Australian community. Canberra’s dance scene 
is abundant and thriving and Ausdance ACT’s Australian Dance Week celebrations reflect 
this. Ausdance ACT offer where possible free classes and workshops and the program is 
full of other participatory and social dance opportunities with an emphasis on dance for 
mental wealth and wellbeing.
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Photo: Art Atelier Photography
Featuring: Minister for the Arts 
Tara Cheyne, MLA

Photo: Art Atelier Photography
Dancer: Jazida

Australian Dance Week 2021 



An exciting collaboration was forged between Ausdance ACT and 
the Canberra International Music Festival with ‘Mundagaddah’ (The 
Rainbow Serpent). Performed at the National Gallery of Australia for 
two shows.  A dance music commission for First Nation Dancer and 
choreographer Tammi Gissell, responding to ‘The Rainbow Serpent 
(1982)’ by Australian modernist composer, Brian Howard and 
performed with Ensemble Offspring. This was a great opportunity for 
audience development for contemporary dance practice to a music 
audience.
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“THANK YOU! We had a photographer on the ground 
on the day who took some beautiful pics - so I got a 
sense of the colour, joy and energy. What a wonderful 
program! The ADP was a real highlight for many staff, I 
heard it was moving and funny all at once.” - NPG Staff

Love Dance (a rethink of the previous Community Day) was produced 
and curated by Ausdance ACT in partnership with the National Portrait 
Gallery, inspired by and timed with their ‘Australian Love Stories’ 
exhibition. Pop up performances and demonstrations filled gallery 
spaces in surprising and delightful ways. Canberra’s Australian Dance 
Party were commissioned to create an original site-specific work 
based on the theme of the exhibition and presented, romance through 
dance with ‘a-love-dance’, choreographed by Alana Stenning. Debora 
Di Centa created a site specific solo improvised intervention that 
moved inside and out the building. Canberra Dance Theatre, Dance 
Development Centre and Tap Kix from Bom Funk Dance Studio also 
performed on the day and this was another opportunity to program a 
spectrum of local dance practice, from local dance studios represented 
by pre-professional dancers and professional dance artist teachers and 
their students, alongside professional dance artists and companies.
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Photo: Peter Hislop
Dancer: Tammi Gissell

Photo: Art Atelier Photography
Dancers: Australian Dance Party



•During the week in Civic, Australian Dance Party’s Soul 
Defenders and their truck were also invited to reprise some 
existing repertoire; to march in defence of the soul and dance 
to connect to movements of the heart. With a 14 tonne ex-
military cargo truck, extemporaneous body moves and soulful 
grooves that uphold the values of joy, spontaneous play they 
danced in the street bringing activation and vibrancy to a grey 
winter day to passers-by in the city centre.
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•Ausdance ACT ran another in our series of networking 
events, a morning tea for the dance community – all 
practitioners, teachers, studio owners, independent dance 
artists were welcome. It provided a platform for people to 
share news about their current practice and to connect with 
Canberra Theatre Centre producers who were able to promote 
their new development and presentation of local work 
opportunities. 

•We provided marketing and publicity and artist fee support 
for Liz Lea Dance Company’s, ‘The Pointe’, a full-length dance 
work created and performed by a multi-national company 
of dancers from across Australia and India at Belconnen Arts 
Centre.

•Australian Dance Week is also an opportunity to highlight 
many local studios, dance artists and arts centres offering 
free, trial and taster dance classes. This included Dance 
for Wellbeing classes at Belconnen and Tuggeranong Arts 
Centres, Project Beats Dance Studio for a Friday night Dance 
Jam and a morning of folk dancing with Folk Dance Canberra.
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Australian Dance Week 2021 Workshops and Open Class

Ausdance ACT was able to subsidise and provide free workshops and 
classes during Australian Dance Week in order to increase accessibility to 
different performing arts opportunities for the public and local independent 
practitioners wishing to develop their skill base. 

Ausdance ACT also provided local dance teachers with the opportunity 
to grow their dance teaching skills with a ‘Trauma Awareness for Teaching 
Dance workshop’. Delivered by Glenn Flanagan, Companion House Team 
Leader of Training and Community Development at Belconnen Arts Centre. 

We were able to pay for professional dancers to attend the course to 
contribute to their development and training.

Ausdance ACT presented two dance workshops and an open class during 
Australian Dance Week. A contact improvisation workshop run by Helena 
Maria and Debora Di Centa at Kaleen Community Hall, a First Nations 
Dance workshop with Tammi Gissell at Canberra Dance Theatre and a 
contemporary Open Class with Olivia Fyfe. These classes were offered 
for free and the participation numbers were strong. Offering classes and 
workshops for free obviously increases their attraction and is inline with our 
mission of promoting and providing dance experiences during Australian 
Dance Week.



Australian Dance Week also provided another opportunity to work with 
Tammi Gissell from NSW. First Nation dancer and choreographer Tammi 
Gissell presented her new work ‘Mundaguddah’ during Australian Dance 
Week. A dance and music commission responding to The Rainbow Serpent 
(1982) by Australian modernist composer Brian Howard and performed with 
Ensemble Offspring. In ‘Mundaguddah’ (The Spirit of the Rainbow Serpent) 
Tammi explores the notion of premonition as an expression of past-presence 
on country. A flooding of personal and cultural histories in tribute to the great 
Murruwarri spirit who demands we look, listen and keep moving in the right 
direction.

Ausdance ACT co-presented this dynamic cross collaboration during 
Australian Dance Week with the Canberra International Music Festival.

Two performances took place on Sunday 9 May, at The Fairfax Theatre 
National Gallery of Australia, Canberra.

Ausdance ACT also has two First Nations people on the board and in 
administration. We look forward to being able to develop more consistent 
training and teaching opportunities for local first nations artists to work with 
schools and the wider public and have been seeking advice from Darug 
woman and board member Emma Laverty to do so.
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First Nations Dance
Through all our programs we aim to centralise First Nations Dance and 
help create opportunities to highlight our First Nations Dancers and 
educators, where possible engaging with Ngunnawal local artists. We 
were excited to be able to work with Ngunnawal dancer Justine Carla 
Brown who runs a series of cultural experiences based on her deep 
connection to local place. She ran two well attended workshops as part 
of Open Class where she taught her movements within a larger oral 
history of cultural traditions of dance in connection to certain landscapes 
and places and rituals. It was a privilege to listen and learn from this 
heritage that she inherited from her grandparents. Justine commented 
on the fragility of the legacy as many younger Indigenous people from 
the Ngunnawal region, were not so interested in learning their dance 
– preferring rugby and other sports. Justine was in demand for further 
classes and teaching in schools and officiating Welcome to Country 
but in the end was unable to sustain these commitments with her main 
employment. 

We also worked with Wiradjuri Echoes who stepped in to deliver a 
robust, energetic acknowledgement to country for Australian Dance 
Week at Belconnen Arts Centre.
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Featuring: Open Class with 
Justine Carla Brown
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Youth Dance Festival
2021 has been a very unpredictable and challenging year all over the world because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Despite the big challenges, Ausdance ACT managed to create, organise and deliver a 
beautiful and high quality online/digital Youth Dance Festival (YDF) for the first time in its 
37 year history.

The theme of the 2021 Youth Dance Festival was ‘Digital Dystopia Utopia’, perfectly 
relevant to the historical context in which we all found ourselves.

The Ausdance ACT Team and Mentors, Artistic Director Dr.Cathy Adamek, the Canberra 
Theater Centre and Sidestage Production Services worked hard to reorganise and 
reschedule the YDF performance week. The performance week was rescheduled three 
times. Our initial dates in September were moved to October, with final date changes 
resulting in selected performances being filmed in November, on-stage at the Canberra
Theatre Centre, with the final outcome being released online the following week.

During this period, Ausdance ACT Director, Dr. Cathy Adamek successfully advocated 
with ACT Health and the ACT Education Directorate to allow students participating in 
YDF to resume rehearsals once back at school following lockdown. In addition, further 
negotiations enabled some schools to undertake an excusion to the Canberra Theatre 
Centre to have their works filmed.

The merit for such an accomplishment goes in particular to the schools, teachers and 
students that were able to create and present their works despite difficulties.

Due to the COVID-19 lockdowns and restrictions, the students and their teachers had to 
work and rehearse their dance works online and Ausdance ACT moved all Mentoring 
Sessions to Zoom in order to support participation.

We are extremely grateful to our mentors who stuck with us throughout this process. Our 
YDF dance artists were: Alana Stenning, Chip Lo, Ryan Telfer (Videographer) and Debora 
Di Centa.

Throughout June, prior to the first lockdown, we organised two weeks of school workshops 
with Felicty Arts, led by Director Amanda Phillips and Videographer and Composer 
Alexander Waite Mitchell. 
These workshops provided participating schools with mentorship which informed and 
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equipped students with the fundamentals of dance film creation.

Felicity Arts was also commissioned to create the YDF Opening Piece video projection 
and soundtrack, which was choreographed by Debora Di Centa. 

A special thank you goes to the fantastic cast of 8 dancers who took part in the Opening 
Piece creative process and performance, as they demonstrated great endurance and 
professionalism. This work was created mostly via Zoom.

The focus on digital dance films resulted to the creation of 8 dance film works, two of 
which were commissioned by local mentor/videographer Ryan Telfer.

We would like to acknowledge the students and teachers from our participating schools 
who worked through extraordinary circumstances to deliver their works.

Black Mountain School, Dickson College, Gold Creek School, Gungahlin College, 
Harrison School, Melba Copland Secondary School, Melrolse High School, Mount 
Stromlo High School, Queanbeyan High School, Radford College, St. Mary Mackillop 
College, UC SSC Lake Ginninderra and Telopea Park.

The 2021 Youth Dance Festival 2021 ‘Digital Dystopia Utopia’ is available for purchase 
and download on our website.

Debora Di Centa
Youth Dance Festival Project Manager



Dance Artists in Schools

Our Dance Artists in Schools Program provides the special opportunity for 
schools and students to work with leading dance artists in Canberra.

Ausdance ACT endorses professional, highly qualified, experienced 
teaching practitioners and facilitates WWVP checks, COVID-19 Safe 
Procedures and risk assessment for schools. Visits can be tailored to suit the 
needs of the school.

Ausdance ACT developed a partnership with OSHClub which was 
initiated by their Outreach Program and Sponsorship Co-ordinator, Nicole 
Kerlin to provide dance workshops as part of OSHClub’s after school 
programs. These workshops were aimed at primary school level students 
for whom dance is a curriculum subject. 5 Sessions were delivered by a 
group of experienced and trained dance artists in diverse dance styles 
and approaches including: Debora Di Centa: Improvisation And Creative 
Movement, Alana Stenning: Contemporary Dance, Gretel Burgess: Dances 
from the World, Justine Carla Brown: Indigenous Dance and Helena-Maria 
Da Costa: Creative Dance.

OSHClub sponsored the Ausdance ACT tutor and administation fees and 
were very satisfied with the delivered program and will be looking to 
continue the partnership in 2022.

Also delivered as part of the Dance Artists in Schools program, were visists 
to Melrose High School by Jake Kuzma. He worked with their Year 9/10 
ACE Dance Class on contemporary dance technique. They explored 
fluid movement while being both grounded and moving within the space. 
Debora Di Centa also visited Caroline Chisholm School to introduce Ballet 
Technique to their students. 

The high level of student attendance, level of engagement and fun was 
wonderful. Debora led the 30+ students through the basics of a Vaganova 
Technique ballet barre session and the response was inspiring. 

Teachers and students embraced the new experience and amongst the 
laughs and trying to adjust to the movement etiquette (using chairs and 
walls as ballet barres), everyone had a very enjoyable time.

Ausdance ACT Annual Report 2021 40

Featuring: Caroline Chisholm School
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Link-d Youth Scholarship

Ausdance ACT’s Link-d Program connected professional dance artists and community 
dancers with refugees and was supported by artsACT Community Outreach Arts 
Funding. The first stage (2019) was in partnership with Companion House and 
involved training dance professionals in refugee experiences and issues, especially 
trauma. Further training during 2021 Australian Dance Week was also provided.

In 2021 the second part of this program offered a tuition scholarship in partnership 
with Project Beats Dance Studio. Chippy Lo, Director of Project Beats, participated in 
the first stage of Link-d in 2019 and has significant experience working with young 
people to learn, create and perform dance relevant to them.

There were two Youth Scholarship tuition packages offered in 2021 to refugee sisters 
recommended through Companion House: Assisting Survivors of Torture and Trauma.
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Auspicing

ZEST: Dance for Wellbeing classes, delivered at and supported by 
Tuggeranong and Belconnen Arts Centres, are designed for adults who 
want to keep their body and brain active and healthy, regardless of their 
mobility, skill or age. Ausdance ACT was proud to support the important 
work of this group and was able to provide auspicing to the collective 
through bookkeeping and marketing support.

Dance is a unique vehicle, naturally combining multiple approaches to 
movement and exercise, building confidence and an improved quality 
of life. Taught by a team of highly experienced and dedicated dance 
artists, much of it taking place seated in a circle of chairs, participants 
are guided through a carefully planned program of dance activities. The 
ZEST team of trained practitioners are: Jane Ingall, Jacqui Simmonds, 
Philip Piggin and Debora Di Centa and are also affiliated with Dance 
for Parkinson’s.

10 Other Projects and Services

Photo: Lorna Sim
Featuring: 
ZEST participants



Photo: Art Atelier Photography
Featuring: YDF Opening Piece Dancers



Board of Management11

Kym Degenhart 
President
(from September 2021)
(Vice President May 2021 to 
September 2021)

Elle Morris
Secretary

Luke Delaney
Treasurer 
(from November 
2021)

Cheryl Diggins
Board Member

Alex Dennison
Board Member

Sarah Berenson 
Board Member

Lauren Honcope
President
(Outgoing from May 2021)

Lisa Clark
Interim President
(from May to September 
2021)
(Board Member from 
September 2021)

Jodi Hammond
Vice President
(Board Member until 
September 2021)
(VP from September 2021)

Josh Duke
Treasurer 
(Outgoing from November 
2021)

Emma Laverty
Board Member
(Outgoing from May 2021)

Jennifer Body
Board Member
(Outgoing from March 
2021)
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Chris Dragisic
Yuin Business Services 
Pty Ltd Bookkeeping & 
Accounting services

Dr. Cathy Adamek
Director

Emma Dykes
Marketing Manager

Debora Di Centa
Project Manager

Natsuko Yonezawa
Digital Design Officer
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Core Staff

Photo: 
Art Atelier Photography
Featuring: Kix



Sponsors and Partners12
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Ausdance ACT is proud to be supported by the ACT Government through Programs 
Funding by artsACT. The financial support we receive directly impacts Ausdance ACT’s 
ability to provide dance programs to the community within the ACT and surrounding areas 
and we are very grateful for the continued support we receive through artsACT.

Our partnership with OSHClub resulted in well needed sponsorship for Youth Dance 
Festival and also created opportunities for dance artists to teach in out of school care 
programs. We thank them for their support.

We thank our Youth Dance Festival production partners: Sidestage Production Services, 
Felicity Arts, Ryan Telfer Media, KV Productions and New Best Friend, as well as Youth 
Dance Festival media parntners: Hit104.7, Canberra Weekly, WIN TV and Her Canberra.

We also thank our dedicated photographer from Art Atelier Photography, Andrew Sikorski 
who has been photographing our Youth Dance Festival for over 20 years and Canberra 
Theatre Centre for their patience and support in assisting us to deliver Youth Dance Festival 
in unprecidented times.

We partnered with Dance Hub SA to present Dance.Focus, a dance film commission.

We also partnered with QL2 Dance to provide four artist honorariums for their Artist in 
Residence Program. 

We provided support by partnering with Canberra International Music Festival to 
commission First Nations Dance artist Tammi Gissell to perform at the National Gallery of 
Australia. 

We worked with Belco Arts to produce our Australian Dance Week Launch. 

Bloch Dance Australia and the team at the Manuka store provided give aways for many 
events. 

The National Portrait Gallery collaborated with us and provided us a wonderful space for 
Love Dance in Dance Week.

We would like to thank Ainslie and Gorman for providing our home base.

Financial Statements13
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